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SUBJECT: PLUTON DEPLOYMENT AND FRANCO-GERMAN RELATIONS 

1. MAY 15 FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE (FAZ) EDITORIAL, 

ENTITLED "QUESTION FOR PARIS," ADDRESSES ISSUE OF FRANCE, 

THE FRG AND THE FORCE DE FRAPPE. FAZ EDITORIAL STATES: 

"THE FRENCH ARMY HAS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS ACQUIRED ITS 
FIRST TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS. IN MAILLY-LE-CAMP, A 
FRENCH REGIMENT IS NOW EQUIPPED WITH MISSILES CARRYING 
A NUCLEAR WARHEAD. THE WEAPON HAS A ONE HUNDRED- 
KILOMETER RANGE. ITS BASE IS A STANDARD TANK. THE FORCE 
DE FRAPPE AS A STRATEGIC SWORD THUS HAS BEEN SUPPLEMENTED 
WITH A NUCLEAR WEAPON IN THE TACTICAL REALM. THAT RAISES 
POLITICAL QUESTIONS." 
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2. AFTER DISCUSSING THE APPLICABILITY OF PLUTON IN NEW 
CONCEPT OF BATTLE, BEYOND MERE DETERRENCE, THE FAZ 
EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "WITH THIS TACNUC, THERE BEGINS A 
NEW CHAPTER OF FRANCO-GERMAN RELATIONS AS THE MISSILE 
WOULD EXPLODE IN CASE OF WAR FIRST ON OUR TERRITORY. 

WHEN BOTH STATES HAVE GOVERNMENTS AGAIN, THE MINISTERS 
OF DEFENSE WILL NEED TO TALK ABOUT MORE THAN "PLANNING 
GOALS."' 

3. COMMENT: ABOVE EDITORIAL ACCURATELY REFLECTS VIEW 
OF SENIOR FONOFF AND DEFMIN OFFICIALS THAT SATISFACTORY 
UNDERSTANDINGS SHOULD BE REACHED BETWEEN FRG AND FRANCE 
CONCERNING POSSIBLE EMPLOYMENT OF PLUTON AGAINST 
TARGETS IN GERMANY. IN BONN'S VIEW, SUCH ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE REQUIRED EVEN IF FRENCH CONTINUE THEIR POLICY OF 
DEPLOYING PLUTON ONLY ON FRENCH SIDE OF RHINE. GERMANS 
CLEARLY HOPE NEW FRENCH GOVERNMENT WILL FACILITATE SUCH 
UNDERSTANDING. OUR SOURCES CONSIDER FUTURE DEPLOYMENT 
OF PLUTON TO GERMAN TERRITORY BY NEW GOVERNMENT TO BE 
SPECULATIVE. 
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